JESUS CAN FREE US

LOOK

As Americans, we enjoy wonderful qualities of life not available to many others in the world.  One such quality is our freedom.  When we celebrate Independence Day on July 4th, or when we say the Pledge of Allegiance or sing the national anthem, we are proud and grateful to be living in the “land of the free”.  But is it possible to be free in that sense and yet feel trapped, bound, held back or imprisoned by circumstances in our life?

1. Have you ever needed to be free from something?  Please share.

     (i.e., situations, beliefs, addictions, relationships, past regrets)

BOOK  - John 11:1-45, John 10:10

In Chapter 11, John tells the well-known story of Jesus raising his friend, Lazarus, after he had been dead for four days.  Back then, many Jews believed that the soul of the dead hovered near the grave for three days. By the fourth day, the soul had departed and death was certain. Jesus had purposely taken his time after receiving word that his good friend was ill. When he does arrive at the home, he first encounters Martha, and later Mary, who confront him, both saying their brother would not have died if he had been there. When Jesus goes to the tomb, he orders Lazarus to come out.  Lazarus, still bound in burial cloths, hears the voice of Jesus and comes out of the tomb.

1. Explain what you think Jesus meant by saying “I am the resurrection and the life”.

2. Do you find any significance in the emotions Jesus expresses in this story? 

3.   What does Jesus tell Martha would happen by believing in him?  Do you think

      this also applies to us today?

4.  Does anything else capture your attention from these two scripture passages?

TOOK

In this story, Jesus releases Lazarus from his tomb and orders the removal of the cloths that bound him.  Jesus once again gives the gift of life. He offers not only a life beyond death, but also a rich and full life in the present.   

1. What can we learn from the way Mary and Martha responded to Jesus?

2. What about this story offers you hope?

3. Jesus waited before fulfilling Mary’s and Martha’s request to help their sick 

      brother. What can this mean in terms of our own prayers? 

4.  How can Jesus free us from those things that imprison us?
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