LOVING OUR ENEMIES

LOOK

Not a day goes by when we don’t read in the paper of some atrocity committed by one or more people on another.  Often, reading these news items makes us wonder, understandably, how people could do such things. We many find ourselves angry and outraged, thinking thoughts of wanting them to suffer as they have caused others to

suffer.

1. Have you or anyone you know been the victim of a violent crime?

2. How did you feel after it happened? How do you feel now?

3. Was the person responsible brought to justice?

4. How do you feel when the offender is not punished adequately?

BOOK  -  Romans 12:9-21

Paul’s message in these verses is a major reversal of the “eye for an eye” provision in the

laws God gave Moses for the Israelites.  It must have been a radical change of thinking for the people and hard to accept.  Even today, people will quote the “eye for an eye” 

expression (Exodus 21:23-24) in justifying the death penalty.

1. What points does Paul make about how we are to treat others?  

2. How are we to respond to our enemies and those who have hurt us?

3. Do you think verse 9 contains a contradiction to the other verses?  Explain.

4. Is it the same thing to bless an adversary, as it is to forgive them?  Compare the two meanings.

TOOK 

1. How can you use this scripture passage to address a wrong committed against you

or heal a broken relationship? Try to apply it to a particular situation in your life.

2. Can you think of examples of how you or someone else have responded to another person in the ways outlined in this passage?  What effect did it have?
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