Covenant Group Format (1 hour meeting)

1. Centering silence (leader ends with Amen) and Opening Collect

2. Week’s highs and lows (brief introductions if new members join)

3. Look – take a look at some area of our every day life (2 or 3 answer the study questions for the rest of the group)

4. Book – Take the challenge to the scripture & see it in the light of God’s word

5. Took – What can we take away from our meeting into the week ahead 

6. End with prayer requests or reports of answered prayer

7. Pray for the person next to you:

Lord, I lift up ________ and ask you to help and bless him/her in the coming week. (You may add something specific relating to the person’s prayer request.) Amen.

8. End with closing collect and the Lord’s Prayer.

Opening Collect (Collect for the Unity of the Church): 

Almighty Father, whose blessed son before his passion prayed for his disciples that they might be one, as you and he are one: Grant that your Church, being bound together in love and obedience to you, may be united in one body by the one Spirit, that the world may believe in the One whom you have sent, your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

Closing Collect (Collect for the Mission of the Church):

O God of all the nations of the earth: Remember the multitudes who have been created in your image but have not known the redeeming work of our Savior, Jesus Christ; and grant that, by the prayers and labors of your holy Church, they may be brought to know and worship you as you have been revealed in your Son; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.  Amen.

COVENANT GROUP GUIDELINES

1. Attend regularly (make a commitment/covenant to your group and to God).

2. Invite others to join the Covenant Group (share the Good News!)

Discussion Guidelines

1. Be honest.

2. Respect each others’ ideas and opinions. (No cross talk; no hogging the conversation)

3. What is said in Covenant Group stays in Covenant Group. (Confidentiality)

4. Do not give advice.

SHARING OUR GIFTS (PENTECOST A), May 11, 2008
LOOK
In today’s world, there seems to be an epidemic of low self-esteem, and people in the church are not exempt from this.  Sometimes all of us find ourselves thinking: 

- I’m not qualified to serve God.  

- I couldn’t possibly have an impact.  

- I don’t have the skills to help with that!

1) In what ways do you sometimes find yourself struggling with a sense of inadequacy, especially an inadequacy to serve God?

2) In what ways do you think the CTL community struggles with feelings of inadequacy?

BOOK – 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
No one can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-- Jews or Greeks, slaves or free-- and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

1) Why do you think different people are given different gifts by the Spirit?

2)  In what ways can we claim these spiritual gifts as an antidote to personal or communal feelings of inadequacy?
TOOK
  

1) Name a gift that you think the Holy Spirit has given YOU. Tell how you are using or would like to use that gift to serve God and your neighbors.
2) Name a gift that you see in another member of the group.  Tell how you see them using that gift to serve God and their neighbors, or tell them how you think they could share their gift.
