Small Group Format (1 hour meeting)

1. Centering silence (leader ends with Amen) and Opening Collect

2. Week’s highs and lows (brief introductions if new members join)

3. Look – take a look at some area of our every day life (2 or 3 answer the study questions for the rest of the group)

4. Book – Take the challenge to the scripture & see it in the light of God’s word

5. Took – What can we take away from our meeting into the week ahead 

6. End with prayer requests or reports of answered prayer

7. Pray for the person next to you:

Lord, I lift up ________ and ask you to help and bless him/her in the coming week. (You may add something specific relating to the person’s prayer request.) Amen.

8. End with closing collect and the Lord’s Prayer.

Opening Collect (Collect for the Unity of the Church): 

Almighty Father, whose blessed son before his passion prayed for his disciples that they might be one, as you and he are one: Grant that your Church, being bound together in love and obedience to you, may be united in one body by the one Spirit, that the world may believe in the One whom you have sent, your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

Closing Collect (Collect for the Mission of the Church):

O God of all the nations of the earth: Remember the multitudes who have been created in your image but have not known the redeeming work of our Savior, Jesus Christ; and grant that, by the prayers and labors of your holy Church, they may be brought to know and worship you as you have been revealed in your Son; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy spirit, one God forever and ever.  Amen.

COVENANT GROUP GUIDELINES

1. Attend regularly (make a commitment/covenant to your group and to God).

2. Invite others to join the Covenant Group (share the Good News!)

Discussion Guidelines

1. Be honest.

2. Respect each others’ ideas and opinions. (No cross talk; no hogging the conversation)

3. What is said in Covenant Group stays in Covenant Group. (Confidentiality)

4. Do not give advice.

SEEING CHRIST IN OTHERS (EASTER3A), APRIL 6, 2008
LOOK
When our children were young, we taught them to be cautious around strangers (or, when we were young, we were taught to be cautious around strangers).  But sometimes we have found strangers who have shown us incredible kindness.

1. Share a story (briefly) of a time when a stranger showed great kindness to you.

OR

2. Share a story (briefly) when you have had an opportunity to be that kind stranger to            

      someone else.
BOOK – Luke 24:13-35 (read in parts- see separate sheet)
1. How would this story have been different if Cleopas and his friend had followed today’s common advice to be cautious around strangers?

2. What was it about the way they talked to the stranger (Jesus) that led him to share the interpretation of scriptures with them?

3. Why do you think they were finally able recognize Jesus when they broke bread together?

4. It was already late evening.  Why did they get up right then and return to Jerusalem?

TOOK 

1. In what ways does cautiousness around strangers truly protect you from being hurt?

2. In what ways does cautiousness around strangers prevent you from seeing Christ in them?

3. What are some steps you can take to be more open to be a blessing to and receive blessings from others?  How can we do this as a church?
Luke 24:13-35

Parts: Narrator, Jesus, Cleopas, Disciples (everyone else)

Narrator: That very day, the first day of the week, two of the disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them,                                                                        Jesus: "What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?"                                                  Narrator: They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him,                









           Cleopas: "Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?"                                                                                                                                         Narrator: He asked them,                                                                                                                                                 Jesus: "What things?" 









     Narrator: They replied,






                      Cleopas: "The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him."                                                                  Narrator: Then he said to them, 








       Jesus: "Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?" 
     









 Narrator: Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, 

           Cleopas: "Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over." 

         Narrator: So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, 


                       Cleopas: "Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?" 








       Narrator: That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying,                                                                                   Disciples: "The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!" 



      Narrator: Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

