HIDING BEHIND LOCKED DOORS (EASTER2A), MARCH 30, 2008
LOOK
In today’s world, we keep our houses locked at night, we lock our cars when we run into the store, and many of us pay for expensive security systems. Often, when we find ourselves driving through a “bad” part of town, we lock our doors. There are real reasons for us to have all these locks and protections, but, sadly, they are also a sign of how fearful we have become.
1) How does our locked-in, fearful lifestyle change the way we perceive others?
2) In what ways do we live a locked in existence here at Christ the Lord Church? (Go deeper than just describing our alarm system!)

BOOK – John 20:19-31
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe."

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe."

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

1) By the time of this story in John’s Gospel, Simon Peter and the beloved disciple had already seen the empty tomb, and Mary Magdalene had seen the living Lord and reported on this to the rest of the disciples.  Why do you think the disciples were still hiding behind locked doors?
2) How does the peace Jesus offered address their fears?

3) How does Jesus address Thomas’s fears?

TOOK
1) What kind of fears do you struggle with personally, and how is Jesus calling you into a deeper faith?
2) Diane Jacobsen says: “Mission requires people of focus and passion who can speak of God and do God’s loving work in the fearful and hostile world beyond the security of locked doors and compatible company.”                                                                                                                How might God be calling us as a congregation to REALLY open our doors and move beyond our fears?

