GRUMBLING OR GIVING THANKS? (Lent 3A) – Feb. 24, 2008
LOOK
1. It is said that some people tend to look at the glass as half full, and some people tend to look at the glass as half empty.  Which kind of person are you?  And when you do see things as half full, what kind of things make you feel that way?
2. Have you ever had any experiences that made you doubt the Lord’s presence or faithfulness?  If you are willing, please share about those experiences.
BOOK   Exodus 17:1-7

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, "Give us water to drink." Moses said to them, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?" But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, "Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?" So Moses cried out to the Lord, "What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me." The Lord said to Moses, "Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink." Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, "Is the Lord among us or not?"

NOTE: Massah means Test, and Meribah means Quarrel.  

If anyone had reason to see the glass as half full it was the Israelites.  Already God had miraculously brought them out of Egypt and through the Red Sea.  When they were thirsty in the past, God gave them water to drink.  When they were hungry, God gave them quails and manna.  But here they were, thirsty again, and they started complaining and worrying about whether the Lord was with them or not.
1. What does this story tell us about human nature and our expectations of God?
2. Read Ps. 95:8-11 to see God’s response to this incident.  What do you think of this response from God?  

TOOK
1. What does this story say to us about our relationship with God and God’s expectations for us?
2. Tell about an area in your life where you could practice trusting more in God.

