Covenant Group Format (1 hour meeting)

1. Centering silence (leader ends with Amen) and Opening Collect

2. Week’s highs and lows (brief introductions if new members join)

3. Look – take a look at some area of our every day life (2 or 3 answer the study questions for the rest of the group)

4. Book – Take the challenge to the scripture & see it in the light of God’s word

5. Took – What can we take away from our meeting into the week ahead 

6. End with prayer requests or reports of answered prayer

7. Pray for the person next to you:

Lord, I lift up ________ and ask you to help and bless him/her in the coming week. (You may add something specific relating to the person’s prayer request.) Amen.

8. End with closing collect and the Lord’s Prayer.

Opening Collect (Collect for the Unity of the Church): 

Almighty Father, whose blessed son before his passion prayed for his disciples that they might be one, as you and he are one: Grant that your Church, being bound together in love and obedience to you, may be united in one body by the one Spirit, that the world may believe in the One whom you have sent, your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

Closing Collect (Collect for the Mission of the Church):

O God of all the nations of the earth: Remember the multitudes who have been created in your image but have not known the redeeming work of our Savior, Jesus Christ; and grant that, by the prayers and labors of your holy Church, they may be brought to know and worship you as you have been revealed in your Son; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.  Amen.

COVENANT GROUP GUIDELINES

1. Attend regularly (make a commitment/covenant to your group and to God).

2. Invite others to join the Covenant Group (share the Good News!)

Discussion Guidelines

1. Be honest.

2. Respect each others’ ideas and opinions. (No cross talk; no hogging the conversation)

3. What is said in Covenant Group stays in Covenant Group. (Confidentiality)

4. Do not give advice.

 ENDURING SUFFERING (EASTER4A), APRIL 13, 2008
LOOK
As Christians we are always aware of the suffering Jesus did on the cross for us, and of his willingness to endure pain for our sakes even though he was innocent.  We also know that we are called to be imitators of Christ.

1. What are the implications of our call to imitate Christ in terms of our being willing to endure suffering?

2. Are there any ways in which it might be dangerous for us as Christians to encourage others to endure suffering?
BOOK – 1 Peter 2:19-25
It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God's approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.               "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth."                                                    When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

NOTES: This week, the fourth Sunday of Easter, is known as “good shepherd Sunday,” and this passage was chosen primarily because of its shepherd reference at the end. However, along with its good aspects, there are ways in which this passage is deeply troubling.  It was originally written to Christian slaves, and verse 18 (which is left out of the lectionary) says: “Slaves, accept the authority of your masters with all deference, not only those who are kind and gentle but also those who are harsh.”
1. How do you feel about Peter’s comments about slaves accepting the authority of harsh masters and slaves enduring pain while suffering unjustly?  

2. How has this type of passage been misused in the church?

3. We call Jesus our Redeemer and see his unjust suffering as redemptive for us.  Can you think of other examples where unjust suffering really has been redemptive?

TOOK 

1. Are there any ways you are willing to share in which you personally have found      unjust suffering to be either redemptive or hurtful?

2. How would you advise a woman (or anyone else) who was living in an abusive relationship in light of our reflections on this passage?
3. What reflections do you have on the authority of the Bible based on our conversation today?

