COVENANT GROUP FORMAT (1 hour meeting)

1. Centering silence (leader ends with Amen) and Opening Prayer

2. Week’s highs and lows (brief introductions if new members join)

3. Look – take a look at some area of our every day life (2 or 3 answer the study questions for the rest of the group)

4. Book – Take the challenge to the scripture & see it in the light of God’s word

5. Took – What can we take away from our meeting into the week ahead 

6. End with prayer requests or reports of answered prayer

7. Pray for the person next to you:

Lord, I lift up ________ and ask you to help and bless him/her in the coming week. (You may add something specific relating to the person’s prayer request.) Amen.

8. End with Closing Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer.

OPENING PRAYER for Guidance (from Book of Common Prayer)

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

CLOSING PRAYER for Mission (from Book of Common Prayer)

Note: Before beginning this prayer, please spend a moment sharing any names of people who come to mind that you might invite to join your Covenant Group.  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name.  Amen.

COVENANT GROUP GUIDELINES

1. Attend regularly (make a commitment/covenant to your group and to God). (though you’re always welcome to come and check us out for a time or two to see if this is right for you!)

2. Invite others to join the Covenant Group (share the Good News!)

Discussion Guidelines

1. Be honest.

2. Respect each others’ ideas and opinions. (No cross talk; no hogging the conversation)

3. What is said in Covenant Group stays in Covenant Group. (Confidentiality)

4. Do not give advice.

Week of May 10, 2009, Easter 5B
LOOK
Most of us have at least some experience with people who are overly pushy about their faith.  Examples might include Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormon Missionaries, or people who demand to know if and when we were saved.  
1. How do you handle it when people act this way towards you? How does it 
 make you feel?
BOOK – Acts 8:26-40                                                                                                           26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ 31He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
   and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
     so he does not open his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
   Who can describe his generation?
     For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 
34The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?’ 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip* baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
1. Who were Philip’s guides for evangelism?

2. In what ways was Philip responding to the spiritual longings of the person he approached?

3. What was the result of Philip’s evangelism?
4. How does Philip’s evangelism compare with the “pushy” evangelism of the LOOK section?
TOOK 

1. Tell about a time YOU practiced evangelism.  What did you do, and what was the result?

2. In what ways do people today demonstrate spiritual longings?  

3. How can you prepare yourself to respond to them, as Philip was prepared to respond to the Ethiopian eunuch?

