Covenant Group Format (1 hour meeting)

1. Centering silence (leader ends with Amen) and Opening Collect

2. Week’s highs and lows (brief introductions if new members join)

3. Look – take a look at some area of our every day life (2 or 3 answer the study questions for the rest of the group)

4. Book – Take the challenge to the scripture & see it in the light of God’s word

5. Took – What can we take away from our meeting into the week ahead 

6. End with prayer requests or reports of answered prayer

7. Pray for the person next to you:

Lord, I lift up ________ and ask you to help and bless him/her in the coming week. (You may add something specific relating to the person’s prayer request.) Amen.

8. End with closing collect and the Lord’s Prayer.

Opening Collect for Guidance (from Book of Common Prayer)
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Closing Prayer for Mission (from Book of Common Prayer)

Note: Before beginning this prayer, please spend a moment sharing any names of people who come to mind that you might invite to join your Covenant Group.  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name.  Amen.
COVENANT GROUP GUIDELINES

1. Attend regularly (make a commitment/covenant to your group and to God). (though you’re always welcome to come and check us out for a time or two to see if this is right for you!)

2. Invite others to join the Covenant Group (share the Good News!)

Discussion Guidelines

1. Be honest.

2. Respect each others’ ideas and opinions. (No cross talk; no hogging the conversation)

3. What is said in Covenant Group stays in Covenant Group. (Confidentiality)

4. Do not give advice.

Week of May 3, 2009 – Easter 4B

LOOK (The Look today is from Mitchell Herzog.)
Sacrifice seems to be an ugly word these days. No political leader dares breathe the word, lest he or she loses the next election. No media star or technological CEO dares mention the concept, lest they be called "hypocrite." In these days of the hyper-economy and the "ME!" culture, the notion of giving up a desire or putting off a pleasure for the good of others is "verboten." Self-indulgence, not self-giving, is society's keyword. Yet, beyond the self-absorbed veneer of culture, people are willing to give up for something greater. They are willing to sacrifice for those they love and for that in which they have faith. Sacrifice is the yardstick that measures one's character and values. Self-giving proves the worth of one's words and intent.

1.What responsibilities do you have in life? What sacrifices have you made to carry out your responsibilities?                                                                                                                              2.Just how far should we be willing to sacrifice for others and for our ideals? Look to Jesus for the answer.

BOOK – JOHN 10:11-18   
                                                                                                                                                        11 ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.’
1.Where in your life have you observed others or yourself acting like “hired hands”?  How does acting this way impact the lives of others?


2.What are the wolves in our lives that may try to “snatch and scatter us”?
3. How do you know that you are Jesus’ own? In what ways does your life demonstrate that you know Jesus?
4.Who might be the “other sheep” that Jesus must bring?  What might be our responsibility to help bring them in?

TOOK

Jesus gave everything for us.  For our sake, and for the sake of all people, he was willing even to make the ultimate sacrifice of laying down his life.  His example invites us to think about what WE are willing to do for others.

1.What sacrifices have you made for the sake of others who are NOT members of your family?  Are there limits to who you are willing to sacrifice for?

2. What kinds of sacrifices are you willing to make now in order to help Jesus bring others into his fold?
