Covenant Group Format (1 hour meeting)

1. Centering silence (leader ends with Amen) and Opening Collect

2. Week’s highs and lows (brief introductions if new members join)

3. Look – take a look at some area of our every day life (2 or 3 answer the study questions for the rest of the group)

4. Book – Take the challenge to the scripture & see it in the light of God’s word

5. Took – What can we take away from our meeting into the week ahead 

6. End with prayer requests or reports of answered prayer

7. Pray for the person next to you:

Lord, I lift up ________ and ask you to help and bless him/her in the coming week. (You may add something specific relating to the person’s prayer request.) Amen.

8. End with closing collect and the Lord’s Prayer.

Opening Collect (Collect for the Unity of the Church): 

Almighty Father, whose blessed son before his passion prayed for his disciples that they might be one, as you and he are one: Grant that your Church, being bound together in love and obedience to you, may be united in one body by the one Spirit, that the world may believe in the One whom you have sent, your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

Closing Collect (Collect for the Mission of the Church):

O God of all the nations of the earth: Remember the multitudes who have been created in your image but have not known the redeeming work of our Savior, Jesus Christ; and grant that, by the prayers and labors of your holy Church, they may be brought to know and worship you as you have been revealed in your Son; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.  Amen.

COVENANT GROUP GUIDELINES

1. Attend regularly (make a commitment/covenant to your group and to God).

2. Invite others to join the Covenant Group (share the Good News!)

Discussion Guidelines

1. Be honest.

2. Respect each others’ ideas and opinions. (No cross talk; no hogging the conversation)

3. What is said in Covenant Group stays in Covenant Group. (Confidentiality)

4. Do not give advice.

ACTING OUR LOVE (EASTER6A), APRIL 27, 2008
LOOK
The way many people in the world understand love is far different from the way God understands love.  For many, love is a feeling, but for God, love is an action.

Let’s take a little while to reflect on how people who do not know God might describe love
1) In what ways do you see today’s world promoting the idea that love is a feeling?

2) How does this make it more difficult for people to remain in committed relationships today?

BOOK – John 14:15-21
Notes: Jesus spoke these words to his disciples shortly before his crucifixion.  His disciples knew he would be leaving them soon, and they must have been filled with fear and sorrow.  But Jesus had a message of hope for them, calling them to a live of love and promising them that they would not be left orphaned and alone.

Jesus said to his disciples, "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

"I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them."

1. What does Jesus say will be the sign that people love him?
2. When Jesus refers to his commandments, what does he mean? (See Mark 12:29-31: Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 31The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”)

3. In what ways does the Holy Spirit help us keep the commandments?

4. In what ways is the love promised in this passage different from the world’s understanding of love as a feeling?

TOOK   “Love is proved in deeds not words” was the ending Saint Ignatius gave to people after a thirty-day retreat.  

1. How have you demonstrated your love for God in the past week?

2. How have you demonstrated your love for your neighbor in the past week?
Make a commitment to do a mini spiritual self-examination each day this week by asking yourself these questions: 1) How have I demonstrated my love for God today? 



    2) How have I demonstrated my love for my neighbor today?
