LOOK
The cynical believe lasting change is impossible. If a celebrity professes repentance, the disbelieving whisper, "It's only for the publicity." If a politician works for the good of his or her district, the talking heads declare, "its pork-barrel politics." The human condition limits real change. Human nature favors the dark side. The sinner will always sin. But are the cynical realistic, or merely self-righteous? Are they so absorbed dissecting the morass of humanity they fail to see the power of divinity? Does the pride of their judgment cloud their faith?

1. How difficult is true moral change?
2. Can you share an example of a moral change in someone that you witnesses. How was their life changed?
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Exodus 17: 1-7

Philippians 2: 1-13

Matthew 21: 23-32
Today’s readings encourage us to a more committed obedience. In Exodus God commands Moses to strike the rock at Horeb, from which water flows. Paul invites the Philippians to imitate Christ, who humbled himself, freely becoming a servant of God. The parable of the two sons is found only in Matthew and is the first of three parables on the judgment of Israel. Jesus insists that actions, not words, are the ultimate signs of obedience. The parable illustrates repentance, a change of heart with a corresponding faithful action.

1. How was Jesus message about salvation a change from the Jewish view?
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Conversion begins with the heart, for only in the heart can one truly change. And, only from the heart can a change in life be truly sincere. When Jesus first preached repentance, he began with change in the heart. Conversion means rejection of the old life and living in hope for a new life. Burdened by regret and repugnance for past actions, the heart of the sinner turns toward the freedom and peace of God's mercy. Yet such a turn cannot happen without the initiative of God. For, God calls the sinner to change and empowers the sinner to affect change in his or her life. Change only occurs when the sinner allows God to take charge. Hence, the key to change is interior penance, openness to God and his will.

1. How has God called you to change? What changes can you see in your life from God's call? What changes can you see in others' lives from the call of the Lord?

