LOOK

We live in tenuous times. School violence has communities reeling. Terrorism against the nation has the world outraged. We as individual citizens and together as a nation feel violated. The peace we once enjoyed is gone. Only the void uncertainty remains. Anger and words of vengeance fill that void minute by minute. And, all of us want a target as a focal point of our collective bile.

1. What place does compassion have in the face of tragedy? Can one have compassion for an enemy in times of stress? Why or why not?

BOOK

Jeremiah 32: 1-3a, 6-16
1 Timothy 6: 6-19
Luke 16:  19-31


Today’s readings warn of the dangers of spiritual complacency. As Jerusalem is conquered, Jeremiah buys a plot of land to show his faith that God will restore the land. Paul urges Timothy to eagerly embrace eternal life and the riches of Christ Jesus, enduring until Jesus returns. The rich man in today’s gospel story exchanges his comforts for torment, while Lazarus exchanges his tormented life for paradise.

1. How are we as Christians to use the money of others for the good of others?  What happens when money is spent for self and not for the benefit of others?

TOOK

Who are the poor? Most of the time we connect the poor with those who lack material goods. But, look again at Jesus' parable. The poor are the disdained, the hated, those kept at arms length. Those who lack goods might be distasteful to middle class sensibilities. But there are others who lack that we might want to keep at bay. They are simply not like us. They might even be our enemies. At what point do we show them compassion? In these tragic times in which we are tempted to cry out for vengeance, let us remember we are to seek justice. For justice allows room for compassion.

1. How can we see the poor, the sick, the outcast, as God's angels in need of help? How can we view our adversaries as God's agents that challenge us to change?
