LOOK
Scandals, like gossip, create news, headlines, and the patter of talk shows. Politicians and entertainers cause the public concern with their dress, their lifestyle, or their secrets. Indeed, scandal not only drives public opinion. It can increase profits for media and visibility for publicity-hungry.

1.  What scandals have you heard about in the past two months? How did they affect you?
2.   What is worse to be scandalized or to cause scandal? 
BOOK
James 5:13- 20





Mark 9:38-50                                                                                                                                                  
Today’s readings illustrate how God can choose unexpected people to do God’s work. In James, the writer suggests practical guidelines for those who wish to do God’s work. James concludes his book with a final instruction to pray. Every occasion of life is an opportunity for prayer. Today’s gospel reading relates how Jesus, like Moses, endorses the work of those who, though not part of his “in-group,” still bring healing in God’s name. 

1. How does James underscore the power of prayer to affect the will of God?
2. Why were disciples scandalized by an outsider curing in Jesus' name? 
TOOK

Jesus gave us guidelines to address scandal. Encourage the faith of those outside the community. Know yourself and your weaknesses that can cause scandal. And, do not aspire to offices where you can cause scandal. Jesus wanted an increase in faith, not scandal. We should, too. When believers cause scandal, it is a challenge away from faith. But, when God causes scandal, it is a challenge to faith. God's will (his "scandal") requires openness of mind and heart. 
1. What time and energy have you spent seeking God's will, hearing his voice?
2. How has your practice of the faith challenge others? Did it invite others to join? Or, did it cause others to step away? What happened?
