LOOK

Everywhere we turn, we see the need for reform. Sometimes our society seems like a house we can’t get clean. We get one room in order, but then another confronts us with disarray. If we improve the environment, we still have problems with education. If we manage political reform, we are still troubled by the unjust allocation of resources or the abuse of children. Our frustration with the public scene can be mirrored in our own lives. There we find the same ups and downs: a career achievement offset by a damaged relationship; progress toward a personal goal–the setback of an illness.

1. How does faith view this roller coaster? Have you ever felt frustrated by the lack of your own faith? Have you ever felt you didn't trust God enough in a certain area of life? Explain.

BOOK

Lamentations 1:1-6 

2 Timothy 1:1-14         Luke 17:5-10

Today’s readings call us to believe in God’s ability to make the impossible possible. In Habakkuk, God calls the prophet to patience and faith in the face of incomprehensible evil. In Lamentations, we feel the sadness associated with the destruction of Jerusalem. In the second reading, Paul encourages Timothy to endure in power and love, guarding the truth of the gospel. In the gospel, Jesus teaches that faith thrives in simple obedience.

1. How do today’s readings open your heart and eyes to the possibilities hidden within your faith?
TOOK

Faith is a quality we like to treat as a quantity. Faith is spiritual "stuff." We feel like we're failing if we don't have enough. We may even fall into the temptation to compare our faith with others. And, of course, "faith" is measured in the behavior of "spiritual" people. Do we pray enough? Praise God enough? Moral enough? Serve others enough? Adapting an old adage: "Faith is God's gift to you; what you do with it is your gift to God." All things, even the seeds of faith, those moments that invite us to a relationship with God, are freely given.
1. How have you used the tools of faith to grow closer to the Lord?
