LOOK

Look! Today is the only day you have! How can anyone argue with such an emphatic statement? But like many other such apparent truisms, the call to focus on today can drift off and change into the next piece of momentary wisdom. We all would like to live as if today was the only day that mattered. But few of us do. Reflection over the past and anxiety over the future do not allow us the luxury of living each day on its own terms. But there are those rare days that do change the course of life. These are days when life-changing decisions are made. And many times we don't even know those days will come until they arrive. Those are the days when life is full. Yesterday and tomorrow don't seem to matter.

1. What was the most important choice you made today? Why was it so important?
BOOK
Isaiah 1:10-18

2 Thessalonians

Luke 19 1-10

Today’s readings explore the transformation that follows our encounters with God. Isaiah warns against empty religiosity and brings God’s promise of cleansing and purity. In 2 Thessalonians, Paul encourages steady faith that waits quietly for the transformation brought by Christ. In the gospel story, Jesus grants salvation to a wealthy man who responds to Jesus with repentance and generosity.

1. Were I to share a meal with Jesus today, what would I say to him?  What might he say to me?
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Most residents of the U.S. and Canada would be counted as wealthy by the world’s standards. In terms of clean drinking water, available medicines and access to most social services, we definitely rate among the “haves.” In any case, Zacchaeus’s wealth marks him “one of us.” His perch in the sycamore speaks of an achingly familiar need. Because the latest gimmicks fail to calm deep-seated fears, we reach, like Zacchaeus, for a broader picture, a better answer–in short, a personal Savior.

1. Have you ever had moments of immediate change, moments that demanded choice now? Did any of those choices involve faith? What happened?
