LOOK
These days, families come in different sizes and shapes. They may be traditional families, single-parent families, blended families, multi-generational parenting. Adoption and artificial means of conception have opened the doors to parenting for classes of people who could not (or would not) create a family in previous generations. Unlike the size, shape, and nature of a modern family, two traditional factors always have and always will affect the family: the stable lifestyle of the parents and the good of the children.
1.  How has the family suffered in society?                                                                            2. What challenges do modern families face these days?

BOOK
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 




Mark 10:2-9                                                                                                          
Today’s readings explore the richness of interdependence. The author of Hebrews explains the relationship of Jesus to God, to God’s creation and to humanity. Jesus is unique, the supreme voice and Word of God, the beginning of the universe and its final purpose. In his being, he is the fullness of God, and in his work, he is the expression of God. In today’s gospel, Jesus answers a question regarding marriage and divorce by pointing out the importance of caring for those most likely to be abandoned. The kingdom calls for a return to the kind of relationships created before the fall, for obedience to the Creator’s will rather than the use of a law necessitated by sin.
1.  Why did Jesus oppose divorce, besides theological reasons?
2.  How is parenthood a call to service?

TOOK

Marriage is the gift of self to another. Out of the self-giving comes life, the life of a child and the life of a family. Anything that disrupts that life and its human source challenges everyone involved. In many societies (especially in America), divorce is a common occurrence. While divorce may not have the social stigma attached to it as in former generations, the legal dissolution of a marriage still carries serious consequences. Instead of a libeling union symbolizing God's love for people, marriage is now seen merely in terms of human companionship; as friendships come and go, so do marriages.

1. What experience do you have of divorce?  How has divorce affected the people involved? 
2. Has it given you an opportunity to help others grow closer to God? How?
