LOOK
Sometimes we need to look at the world through different eyes. The poor give us this chance. Instead of looking at the rich and famous, we look at those less fortunate.

But the poor give us another chance to look at the world in a new way. Instead of looking down in pity, they give us to chance to look at a world where material goods are not as important, where sharing one's daily bread is a norm, not an exception. The story of the poor widow's offering gives us this opportunity. And it provides the challenge to shake off any pretense money and comfort may bring.

1. What gifts or challenges do the poor, the homeless, or the suffering, bring us? 

2. How does our system exploit the poor?
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Hebrew 9:24-28






Mark 12:38-44
Today’s readings challenge us to offer everything to God and to celebrate the fact that God similarly offers everything to us. The author of Hebrews assures us that Christ not only came to remove sin, but now, in God’s presence, intercedes on our behalf.  His continuing work is not a continual self-offering but the continual representation of and intercession for humanity. In today’s gospel, Jesus praises the generous devotion of a homeless, penniless woman. Her self-giving is also a comment on the self-serving of the scribes. The widow gives out of her need rather than out of her surplus, offering her emptiness to God—an emptiness that indicates her capacity to be filled.

1. Why did Jesus criticize the scribes directly? 
2. What did the scribes love more, popularity or service? Self or God?
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The widow in Mark's gospel represented the truly poor those who can neither speak for themselves nor fend for themselves. She shared what we had for the good of others and the glory of God. We are called to do as much. The Church identifies itself with the poor. In the Beatitudes, Jesus himself proclaimed the Kingdom as the home of the poor. Throughout the centuries, many faithful have served the less fortunate. Today, we, as Christians, are called to share time, talent, and treasure with those who cannot speak for themselves. In fact, our call as Christians demands we share. Any love of wealth is inconsistent with our love for the Lord. The corporal works of mercy (feeding the sick, sheltering the homeless, clothing the naked, visiting the imprisoned and the sick, burying the dead) detail the Church's love for the poor. 

1. Have you recently been involved in an activity or ministry that served the poor?
2. How can you serve the poor and the less fortunate in gratitude this week?
