LOOK
When we ignore the rhetoric and simply look at someone's lifestyle (ourselves or others), we'll soon learn the answer to the question: what's most important? The question asks more than values. It points toward a life orientation. It helps to answer the greater question: what is the purpose of life? In a relationship with God, we can ask the same question: what's most important? How does that question impact our prayer life, our family life, or our social life? What one principle or character trait tells others we are followers of Christ? 

1. What is the highest value of our culture?
2. How does that single value arrange other values?

BOOK
Hebrew 9:11-14






Mark 12:28-34
Today’s readings summarize the intent of God’s laws and commandments: love. The author of Hebrews points out that Jesus, the perfect high priest, perfect offering and the embodiment of love, completely fulfills the Old Testament demand of the law. In today’s gospel, the scribe asked Jesus a question about importance in the Law. And Jesus gave a straightforward answer. Jesus summarizes the Mosaic law as love for God and love for others.
1. How did Jesus change the offering of the high priest?
2. How does Jesus answer the question about how to sum up the demands of the Mosaic law? 
TOOK

A scribe asked Jesus that question. While Jesus' answer may have been a common one at the time, the underlining understanding Jesus gave the answer changed more than his followers. It changed the world. Surprisingly, the scribe who asked the question agrees with Jesus’ radical teaching, and he offers examples that support the primacy of love over law. It would not be difficult for most of us to find an example during the last week when the press of detail, concern for appearances or the stress of a deadline drove us to neglect another person’s need for touch, time, a hearing or a word of concern. In the fragile framework of each day, we often value the wrong thing. We sometimes ignore what is most important. 

1. Where today can I choose to express affection for people instead of obedience to rules and custom?

2. What is this the most important value in your faith? What religious insight or practice has had the greatest impact on your life?

