LOOK
When others view us at a distance; what kind of people do they perceive us to be? Are we viewed as privileged, successful or blessed? How do we consider ourselves? Others in need are going to have a view of us. Our actions will often dictate that view.. Can we be moved with compassionate and mercy when we see people in need; or are we in the habit of looking away? Our world is filled with a great deal of need all around us. How do we share the feast that has been given to us? 
1. How do you react to the need in your community? Can you share some specific examples of how you show compassion or mercy to the needs of others?
BOOK

Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24
Ephesians 1: 15-23


Matthew 25: 31-46
Today’s readings celebrate Christ, our compassionate King. Ezekiel pictures God as our Shepherd, who rescues and watches over us. In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul pictures Christ reigning triumphantly over creation, over his enemies, over the Church and even over death. In Matthew's gospel, Jesus portrays the messianic judgment in terms of a shepherd. Typically, a shepherd allowed sheep and goats to mingle together during the day. But at night, he separated the sheep from the goats through his unique call. The sheep would sleep in the open air, while the goats needed the heat of close quarters. In this context, the Son of Man will separate the people like a shepherd, through his call. In other words, the Son will call the good to his right (the preferred position of power), while the evil remained on his left. 
1. Why did Matthew use the images of sheep (for the righteous) and goats (for the evil)?
2. How was Jesus sent to bring people back into relationship with God?

TOOK

This very moment presents us with a challenge and a choice. We can hear the Lord's call in the presence of other's needs. Or, we can turn away. Our choice now will determine our choice in the future. Still there is hope in the grace God offers. Our past selfish ways can be overcome. Now is the acceptable time of repentance and conversion. Now is the time to give ourselves to God. God gives us clear choice. Do we hear his call, as the sheep hear the shepherd? Or, do we stand fast like the stubborn goats? To be sheep means to hear and respond in deed. If we truly believe, we will realize God calls us through the presence of the poor and the needy. Our positive actions will partake in that call and lead us to the Kingdom.

1. Faith demands ever aspect of our lives: our minds, hearts, and daily activity. How have you exercised faith lately? How has the exercise of faith made you more empathetic and compassionate to others in need?

