LOOK
Many of us are a child of late the 60's and early 70's. We may have been in high school during the war protests and the birth of so-called "underground" rock radio. We may have listened to Hendrix and wore tie-dyed shirts. Many of us grew our hair long and had (terrible) beards. And, at the time, we bought into the notion that our generation would change the world through peace and love. Of course our generation did change the world. But the results were not what we expected. True peace and love did not reign. The morass our generation found only got worse. Indeed, in hindsight, the words "peace" and "love" were so overused and abused in those turbulent times; they are almost a caricature of those decades.

1. How are love and peace connected?  Where did the "hippie generation" fail? 
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Acts 14: 8-18
                           Revelation 21: 22-22:5                John 14: 23-29

Today’s readings remind us that God dwells with God’s people. In Acts, Paul’s healing inspires a crowd to worship him, but he turns the glory to God. John, in his Revelation, imagines life in the new Jerusalem, where the Lord will be our temple, our sun and moon, our life. In the gospel, Jesus promises us the continuing presence of the Advocate, the Holy Spirit. Jesus promises an indwelling presence of both himself and the Father to those who keep his commands. His abiding presence with the disciples after his return to the Father is accomplished in and through the Advocate, as John calls the Holy Spirit. Jesus gives the gift of peace, not the superficial greeting and farewell of the world nor the mere cessation of warfare, but the peace of God promised as part of God's reign.

1. How did Jesus answer Judas's question about how he would manifest himself to the disciples but not to the world? 

2.  What is the dual farewell gift that Jesus has given to us?
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Where did the generation of peace and love fail? John's gospel inferred an answer. While the generation of the 60's and 70's were correct that love and peace should be freely given, they (and people like me) did not responsibly receive these gifts. The love and peace that came from the world were transitory; they could be taken for granted, ignored, and used for selfish ends. But the love and peace that came from God required a response that matched the gifts. As the love and peace from God were meant to be everlasting, the commitment to the One that gave the gifts should be total and unchanging. In other words, the gift and the response should share a sense of timelessness. Eternal gifts require eternal responses.
1. To experience the peace and love of God, what must we do? 
