LOOK
Most of us share a mistrust of new directions. On the whole, we seem suspicious of new trends. We do not want to make all things new, disrupt quiet routines and shake up the established order. A trend in modern culture is suspicion of differences. We are wary of those with different ethnicity, gender or background. If someone deviates even slightly from our notions of correctness, we start piling on our armor in self-defense. Rarely do we explore our affinities. More often we build our antipathies. And in extreme cases, we project all our deficiencies onto the person who is different. 
1. How do I resist change and difference? 
2. Can you share a time when a change was either good or bad for you?
BOOK
Acts 2:1-21    Romans 8:22-27                                                       John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
Today's readings explore the role of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church. In Acts 2, the Holy Spirit fills the community of believers with the boldness to proclaim “God's deeds of power”. In Romans, Paul describes how the Holy Spirit intercedes for us before God. Paul looks to the future of humanity and of the entire material universe, to the destiny that awaits them in Christ. In the gospel, Jesus warns the disciples of his impending death and of persecution to come. Yet death is to him primarily a return to the Father, and thus he tells them that it is to their advantage, for only thus can he send the Spirit to them. Jesus promises his followers the guidance, comfort and power of the Holy Spirit.  
1. Trying to put your self in the position of the disciples, what words might describe how they must have felt: their fears and exhaustion. 

2. Share experiences of trying to convey your faith to someone who did not believe and who responded as if you were speaking a foreign language. 
TOOK
Pentecost is a time to remember that God is still with us in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit. The story of salvation, and healing, and transformation continues! The Trinity has not changed. The situations confronting the Church have. Each congregation will have its own thorny questions to confront, and the "answers" are not often neatly packaged in a "proof text" of Scripture: "What do we say to the teenage single mother who asks to have her baby baptized?" "MY Jesus would NEVER do that!!" "Do we just close down our church...or find a way to minister in this neighborhood that is now filled with people completely different from us?" The Spirit was given to lead us "into all truth", to "convince the world", etc.

1. What are the questions and struggles in our congregations? 

2.  How might we be open to the leading of the Paraclete?

