LOOK
There are times in life that we face losing someone very dear to us. It may be a good friend or a loving spouse of parent. We have had to face this loss with whatever strength we could find. Sometimes it can be very difficult for people to face the loss of someone close to them. They may have a need to try and do everything they can to prevent this loss. This may include medical care and nurturing in an attempt to help save that precious person.

1. Can you share a time in you life when you had to face the loss of someone precious to you?
2. What actions did you take to try and prevent that loss?

BOOK

Acts 11: 1-18
                           Revelation 19: 1, 4-9                 John 13: 31-35

Today’s readings picture the love and encouragement to be found in Christian community. In Acts, Gentiles receive God’s word and the Holy Spirit just as the Jews do. John, in his Revelation, celebrates God’s final descent into our world to bring salvation and a restored world order. In the gospel, Jesus gives us a new command–love one another; by obeying Jesus, we show our discipleship. 

1. How does Paul explain God’s extension of the gift of salvation and new covenant to Gentiles as well as Jews? 
2. How does Jesus' love become the model for all love and the basic obligation of the new covenant?

TOOK

"I am with you only a little longer." Jesus breaks this hard news to his friends at the Last Supper. When we love someone deeply, words such as this come with heartbreaking poignancy. "No!" we want to shout in reply. "Don't go!" It was clearly too soon for him to leave. But such an argument mistakes the end of a scene for the conclusion of the play. Jesus opens a new scene as he continues, "Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another." 

1. What does the love that Jesus speaks of, really look like? 
2. How can we love others as Jesus wants?
