LOOK
Popular culture sometimes requires a “straw man,” someone to blame for social ills in the world. Many times, those images of evil are real. In the twentieth century, the West opposed the tyranny of dying monarchies, the rise and fall of fascism, and the evils of Communism. Today, the West faces the curse of terrorism based on a radical ideology that hides behind the mask of religion. Many times, those images are illusory. Power politics and the maturation of “political discourse as entertainment” talk radio, cable news, certainly have raised bashing the straw man to an art form. Yet, is this reality? Is our neighbor really the enemy simply because he or she does not have the same faith or share the same philosophy that we do? Yes, there are differences that are real. We might not share the same values as those across the street and around the world. And, yes, they might hate us for those differences. But, do they deserve our loathing? Or do they deserve something more?

1. Are you tempted to divide the world into friend vs. enemy, the good vs. the evil?        Why do you have such a world view?   
2. How do you view your values as being different from people in your neighborhood or surrounding community?
BOOK
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26     1 John 5:9-13                                                       John 17:6-19
Today’s readings examine the role of an apostle of Jesus Christ. In Acts, the eleven remaining apostles welcome Matthias as a witness of Jesus’ resurrection. He has been chosen to replace Judas.  The author of 1 John asserts that those who acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God will abide in God and God in them. In today’s gospel, Jesus prays for his followers’ sanctification in the truth of God’s word. This is known as the “prayer of consecration” or “high priestly prayer” of Jesus. He offers himself to the Father and speaks as high priest in offering intercession for others. 
1. How have the disciples shown their faithfulness to Jesus prior to the Resurrection?
2. How does the glorification of Jesus that began with the early disciples continue in our church today? 
TOOK
Christians can be at times perceived as not living in the real world. As an antidote to that criticism comes the image of Christians presented in today’s readings. These early Christians tackled the world head on. Jesus sets the tone. He sees the world as the curious mix it is. There is hate mingled with surprising tenderness, beauty juxtaposed with ugliness, and depression rubbing elbows with unexpected joy. Jesus recognized the differences and blessed them with one sentence that spans polarities. 

(John 17:15) “I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one.”  Jesus balances the inevitable sadness with the promise of his presence. He does not say that evil won’t happen or doesn’t exist. But he will support his followers even during the terrible tensions, and infuse them with joy despite the coldest betrayals.

1. What is my stereotype of the Christian? 

2. How do you view the evil of the world and God’s role in limiting that evil? How has God helped you live a moral life?
