LOOK

In spite of all our efforts, we cannot escape death. How we face death, however, can help determine our quality of life.  For many of us, death is not something that we think about very often. Frequently it comes into focus when we lose a close friend or loved one. We are then forced to think about our own mortality.

1. What was the last funeral you attended? Was the deceased close to you? Did you need time to grieve?

1. Does the end of life give us despair or hope?
BOOK

Ezekiel 37:1-14

Romans 8: 6-11
    John 11:1-45

Today's readings celebrate the new life promised to believers through Jesus, the Christ. Ezekiel announces that, at the word of the Lord, God will restore the people and breathe into them God's Spirit. In Romans Paul asserts that those who belong to Christ have Christ's Spirit living within, enlivening and empowering them. Jesus demonstrates his power to give life by raising his friend Lazarus from the dead. The raising of Lazarus solidifies the hostility of the authorities against Jesus and marks the transition from ministry to passion.
1. In today’s readings how does God promise us life after death? 

2. How does Paul contrasts life in the flesh with life in the Spirit?

TOOK

As Christ rose from the dead, he became a sign of our destiny and a pledge of God's will for us. More important, when we join ourselves to Christ, we share in the power of his resurrection. Like the "here but not yet" nature of God's Kingdom, we experience rising from spiritual death every time we reconcile with Christ and join intimately with him in the Eucharist. Yet, our physical resurrection is to come.

1. How can faith strengthen you in your loss? Do you know of anyone who has lost a loved one and who has become stronger because of faith?
