LOOK

Peace is more than a lack of conflict. A lull in action between two opponents only gives them a chance to regroup, to recharge for the next round. A void of violence does not lead to happiness. True peace, on the other hand, gives us happiness, since it is built on trust. The gospel tells us how Jesus gave his followers peace because they trusted him. In spite of skepticism, he offers us the same peace.

1. When the last time you truly felt peaceful?
2. How can you offer the peace of Christ to others in your daily life? 
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Acts 2:14a, 22-32

1 Peter 1: 3-9
  John 20:19-31
Today's readings call us to faith in the risen Christ. In Acts, Peter attests to the resurrection of Jesus Christ as an act of God, an act that forms the basis for Christian community. 1 Peter envisions faith in and love for Christ as a sign of our salvation. In the gospel, Jesus does not leave Thomas behind, but rewards his persistence with faith. Thomas will not accept the Easter proclamation on the word of others but wishes to experience the risen Christ directly. Yet he can still penetrate the meaning behind the marvel and make a full affirmation of Christian faith.
1. How were Thomas’ doubts the same as ours?

2. Have you needed to really touch and feel something to truly believe it?
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The doors are locked safely and we are secure now. No more rumors of resurrection, no invitations to impossible belief. We've silenced the women with their idle tales. We've managed to smother the faint, ridiculous expectations that stirred within. Tomorrow is Monday. Our puny affairs can roll on as before, quiet and mindless. It may not seem like much, but it sure beats the roller coaster we've ridden lately, screaming to get off.  Then someone steps through the door, and we know the jig is up. So it is true! Guess we'd better buy unlimited rides on the roller coaster and a season's pass to the divine drama. Better get used to a God who meddles with unlikely sorts like us. 

1. What doors have you locked? Will you welcome Jesus when he passes through them and invites you to see and touch, to experience his resurrected life?
