LOOK
Often our concern for the poor and needy has become overwhelming in this day when the whole world of nations is at our doorstep. We hardly know how to respond. International economic injustices prevent the distribution of national resources on the basis of simple human need. Welfare and many other social obligations have largely become the responsibility of governmental agencies and institutions. We are not too conscious of the individual injunction to be our brother's keeper. Still, those who live under biblical mandates do what they can to relieve human need, as they are able

1. How do you as a Christian help the needy and the poor in your community?

2. Has your church community established adequate programs to help the needy and poor?  If not what can you do to help?

BOOK
2 Corinthian 8:7-15                                                       Mark 5:21-43
Today's readings encourage us to remember God's goodness and act toward others with the same unflinching generosity and compassion.  Paul encourages the Corinthians to offer their surplus of wealth to other communities who are in need. The Jerusalem community, persecuted by the Jewish leaders and suffering from the effects of sustained food shortages in Judea, was itself in particular need of help. Paul was diligent in encouraging the communities he had founded to donate for its relief. In the gospel, Jesus brings the daughter of Jairus, a synagogue official, back to life in anticipation of his own resurrection. The faith Jesus asks of Jairus can mediate grace to his daughter. It represents the faith of the community on behalf of the individual.
1 What is the significance of a respectable member of society falling at Jesus feet asking for his mercy?
 2 How can we show our faith at times of great need? 
TOOK
The passage from Mark seems incongruous with today's other readings, but it may be related squarely to our sense of gratitude. There are two open secrets in the Gospel of Mark. One is that Jesus is Lord over all life in both the natural and spiritual worlds, if we have eyes to see and ears to hear. The signs of God's kingdom come in Christ are staked out all over the countryside if we can but read them in his words and deeds. The other secret is that faith alone will enable us to receive the blessings Jesus brings to the world. 
1. For what healing do I need to stretch out my hand and touch Jesus?
2. How can we find other Christians in allowing us to carry on Jesus’ work?
