LOOK

At some point in our lives, we have been the stranger, the person who is out of his or her comfort zone and whose presence challenges the comfort zone of others. In those moments, only two choices remain: welcome or alienation. The warm bridge or the cold shoulder can come from either side. But the situation only requires one person to move, toward or away from the other.

1. Have you ever felt like a stranger? Has someone reached out to you, to make you feel welcome? What happened?

BOOK

Hosea 5:15-6:6

Romans 4:13-25
         Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

Today’s readings confront us with the challenge of priorities derived from the example of God and Jesus. The prophet Hosea declares that what God wants from God’s people is faithful love, not ritual sacrifices. Hearing the call of God, Abram (later renamed Abraham), leaves his country and his people, following God into a new life (RCL/ALT). Paul cites Abraham as an example of steadfast faith in God. By calling Matthew, a tax collector, to be a disciple, Jesus affirms his invitation and commitment to those on the margins of his society.

1. How does Matthew’s quick and whole-hearted response to Jesus’ call serve as a model for us?

2. How does Jesus’ act of resuscitation of the dead girl reveal that the power of God’s kingdom rule is already making itself felt?

TOOK
In those awkward moments, Jesus always took the initiative. He always made others feel welcome, no matter how much they stood on the outside. This was his way to bring the Kingdom alive. Jesus told his opponents to act with compassion: the call to treat others, no matter how different, with respect and love.

1. How have you acted with compassion? How has Jesus helped you treat the stranger or the weak with respect?

2. How will you reach out to others this week? Choose two or three people and make a plan to show them the respect Christ shows you.

