LOOK

Since the beginning of civilization, meals have signified a time of social interaction. We meet friends for lunch, spend quality time as a family at dinner, and honor community leaders with banquets. While the different meals require different dress, manners, and conversation, every meal can begin or deepen relationships. What turns a simple meal into an event, something that people talk about for years afterwards? Jesus created such an event when he took food for two and fed over five thousand people.

1. What was the last truly memorable meal you ate? Why does the memory stand out?
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Nehemiah 9:16-20

Romans 8:35-39
      Matthew 14:13- 21

Today’s readings remind us of how God provides for us.  In Nehemiah we are reminded of God’s compassion as he continued to provide manna to the Israelites. Paul reminds us that we will not be separated from the love of God. In the gospel Jesus is compelled by his compassion to multiple the loaves and fish to feed the crowd of 5,000.

1. How do you hunger for the touch of the Lord? For his word, his healing, and his food?
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All four evangelists remembered the multiplication of the loaves in their gospels. While the experience crackled with symbolic overtones, it was the scarce changed into abundance that transformed the meal into an event. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John all record the same message. For, the story itself proclaims what the Christian celebrates in worship. With God, what little he gives us will overflow into never-ending life. We can only respond by blessing God with a grateful heart.

1. Have you ever, experienced God taking the little you had and turning it into abundance? When was the last time you felt close to Christ in the Eucharist? Was there a connection between the two experiences? Explain.

