LOOK

In all honesty, most of us Christians focus our prayer life on the mundane needs that arise day to day. That is to be expected. Sometimes, however, we pray for greater things. It may be world peace, the conversion of sinners or the safety of those who are struck with disaster. Prayer for small and greater things is good, for it is faith in action. Prayer is active trust in God. But, we forget the power of prayer affects us directly. As we pray, we are changed. And the measure of our change can sometimes depend upon scope of what we pray for.

1. What's the difference between what we pray for and what we should pray for? Why is there such a difference?         

2.  Why don't we pray for the truly great things?

        BOOK

Colossians 2: 6-15




Luke 11: 1-13


Today’s readings encourage us to relate to God with boldness and persistence. Paul reminds the Colossians that they have “received” “Christ Jesus the Lord.” Thus they are to “live in him” as the only foundation for their faith. Jesus teaches his disciples how to pray and illustrates the right attitudes with a parable. The parable is a “can you imagine” situation, focusing on the readiness of the friend to help. The parable encourages us to believe that the Father’s answer to our prayerful petitions will always be more ready and certain than that of humans.

1. How did Jesus teach his disciples how to live when they asked him how to pray?

2. Why is the “Our Father” called the Lord’s Prayer?

TOOK

Many great devotional teachers have offered guidance in the art of prayer. One thing they all seem to agree on is that we should not give up praying for something until we either receive it or it is made clear that it is not God’s will to grant it. “Praying through” requires more patience than most of us can maintain. We blur our petitions in haste, flitting from this to that, dissipating our energy and concentration. How can we expect God to deal with a list of supplications that lightly changes from day to day?

1. How many times have you fully reflected on the Lord's Prayer? What insights did you gain?
2. How has God been tolerant of the good and evil within me?
