LOOK
  Recently, the news related an instance of a wealthy individual providing a large donation to his alma mater. He had requested that the substantial gift be kept anonymous. This individual appears to have been seeking no publicity with the thoughtfulness of his gift. Often we see individuals quietly donating or doing good works and they do not wish any publicity. 

1. Can you share an example of a wealthy or famous person making a substantial donation and attempting to remain anonymous?
2. What affect would publicity have on the good works individuals attempt to do anonymously?

BOOK
1 Corinthians 1:18-22




Mark 1:40-45
In Corinthians, Paul preached a crucified Jesus in plain language. Paul tells the people that Jesus who was crucified at Jerusalem was the Son of God and Savior of men. All who would be saved must repent of their sins and believe in him. Christ crucified is a stumbling block to the Jews. They required a sign. The Jews expected the Messiah to be a great temporal prince. In Mark a leper comes to Jesus begging to be cleansed. Jesus becomes angry yet reaches out and transmits his wholeness and holiness to the leper and makes him clean. Jesus then warns the leper to tell nobody and orders him to show himself to the priest and to offer the proper offering. 
1. Why does Paul continue to preach a crucified Jesus even with the resistance of the Jews?
2. Why does Jesus react with anger to the leper? How does the leper preaching about this miracle affect the ministry of Jesus?  
TOOK

The Gospel of Mark finds Jesus trying to maintain a proper balance between teaching and healing, the two primary forms of his ministry in the first half of this Gospel. For the most part, people are drawn to him by his healing miracle, and often fail to see his deeper spiritual dimension. Jesus appears to sense that the leper’s plea forces him to choose between mission and compassion.  It is easy to see how Jesus would respond with anger to such a no-win choice. The man’s healing will vividly demonstrate the differences between Jesus and the custodians of official religion. They can only pronounce people clean, Jesus can make them clean.

1. How does our faith differ from those drawn to Jesus by signs?
2. Are we limited in our faith by not being present to witness miracles?
