LOOK

As much as we are focused on the present moment, we Americans like to peer into the future. To see visions of what can be, to dream about what is possible. We all desire to let go of the baggage from the past, to feel the freedom of tomorrow. Of course, change means the instability of the unknown. So, we may no longer want to rush to the future. We may want to conserve what we have and what we understand. The stress we feel in our culture is the tussle between the rocky rush to the future and the comfort the past gives. We might be pulled between the fresh and the stale. But, we stand between the uncertainty of the unknown and the certainty of the already known.
1. What do people fear about the future? 

2. Why do they harbor such fears?

BOOK

Philippians 3:17-4:1




Luke 13 (22-30) 31-35

Today’s readings invite us to trust in God’s covenant promises. Paul, in his letter to the Philippians, trusts in the coming of the Savior and the transformation of our bodies. Paul reminds the Christians of the transformation awaiting them when the Savior returns and he therefore encourages them to be steadfast now. The gospel reminds us that although God’s covenant promises are for everyone, nevertheless our effort is required if we are to participate.   
1.  How does the Christian life reflect our need to imitate Christ rather than a belief in a set of dogma?
2. How does Jesus introduce another puzzle when he say some are last who will be first and some are first who will be last?  
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We may take comfort in the past, in the Tradition of Faith. And so we should. But that comfort should not mask the possibilities the future holds. Ultimately, change lies in the hands of God, in divine providence. Divine Providence is the wise and loving act of God which guides all creation from its origin to its ultimate end. We take part in divine providence by freely cooperating with God's plan for our lives, to trust in God's will. Even when we place our trust in God, we can still experience the results of sin. After all, evil lurks in the world.

1. Why does God permit evil in the world?

2. What challenges to faith have you experienced? How did God guide you through them?
