LOOK
  Celebrities often gain their popularity based on things they accomplish. They may become famous for their acting, athletic ability or writing skills. Once in the spot light they must continue to produce to remain in the public’s eye. Long lasting celebrities are becoming a bit rarer in our society. It is a “what have you done for me lately,” way of life. It is not often that we are drawn to celebrities because of the substance of their nature.
1. Who are some of your favorite celebrities and why are they popular with you?
2. Are any of these celebrities popular with you because of things other than their fame?

BOOK
1 Corinthians 9:16-23




Mark 1:29-39

In Corinthians, Paul is defending his status as an apostle. Paul had waived two apostolic rights, being married and receiving support for preaching. His opponents may have used Paul’s restraint as evidence of his unworthiness. Paul replies that like the prophets, he received a commission from God and so has no choice but to preach. Paul places himself under “Christ’s law”, the obligation of love. Mark’s gospel continues the account of a day in Jesus’ ministry.  The healing of Peter’s mother-in-law is represented without direct interpretation or theological comment. Additional people are brought to Jesus for healing and casting out of spirits. Jesus’ works have made him popular with everyone searching for him. Jesus responds by going to the next town. Jesus acts as the envoy of God. His mission of “preaching” includes the whole of his ministry, teaching, healing, and casting out spirits and finally his death and resurrection.
1. Why was it important for Paul to maintain his freedom from marriage and support?
2. How does Jesus’ healing power distract people from his greater mission?

TOOK

The Gospel of Mark finds Jesus caught up in the business of his day. He was not removed from the messiness of human life. What is the secret to how Jesus manages it all? One sentence is the key: “In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed.”  Here is a model for us. We need to create a special time each day for meditation so that we know what we’re about.  In turning to God, our pressing schedule can become sanctified. Our problems become challenges and the successes, gifts of a caring Lord.
1. Where in a busy day could I fit time for prayer?
2. Why is it so important to do so?
