LOOK
Life is full of surprises. Around every corner, in every part of life, experiences of wonder await us. We only need to open ourselves for the possibility of the different, the unexpected. But the rote and routine of life dull our sense of awe. We become too familiar, take people for granted, make too many assumptions.

1. What was your last experience of awe? What stopped you and caught your attention? Why did this event have such power over you?

BOOK

2 Kings 2:1-12
1 Corinthians 4:3-6

Mark 9: 2-9
Today’s readings celebrate God’s transformative presence. Elisha receives the mantle of prophetic responsibility from Elijah. Paul defends his apostolic ministry against opponents in the Corinthian Church. To the charge of self-glorification, he replies that he preaches to make God known. He summarizes Christian belief in “Jesus Christ as Lord” (v. 5) and Christian ministry as service to others for Jesus’ sake. In the gospel, Peter, James and John are forever transformed by Jesus’ transfiguration. The account of Jesus’ transfiguration echoes God’s appearance to Moses on Mount Sinai. The voice from the cloud repeats the statement from Jesus’ baptism with the additional command “listen to him”.
1 What was the message Peter, James, and John were to hear?
TOOK

The Transfiguration was a revelation of the Trinity. The voice from heaven proclaimed the words of the Father. The Son stood transformed in his glory. And the Spirit overshadowed the scene as the cloud. The scene harkens back to the Baptism, the Father's voice from heaven, the Son rising from the water, and the Spirit descending upon the Son. The difference between the two events, however, lies in the reception of the revelation. In the Baptism, Jesus received the revelation with others as witnesses. In the Transfiguration, the followers received the revelation. For us, the Transfiguration reminds us of our Baptism when the Trinity revealed themselves to us. And, it is a look ahead to our death and resurrection. Yes, we, too, will be like Christ in glory. But the road to that glory leads down the mountain into the mundane affairs and sufferings of life.

1. As you look forward to Easter, what expectations do you have? Will your Lenten exercises helped you to anticipate the resurrection? How?

