LOOK

How many of us look out for a "sure thing?" The score, the big pay-off or the retirement check? Watch enough late night cable television and you will find the same "get rich quick" infomercials play over and over. Look beyond the gloss of these presentations and you will find one fact. If you want really to make big money, sell greed! The road to success paved with greed.

1.What measures of success do we have? 

2.Why does society reduce success to material wealth, fame, or power?

BOOK

Colossians 3: 1-11




Luke 12: 13-21


Today’s readings encourage us to discover true riches in order to live a happy life. The second reading encourages followers of Christ to focus on the things that are above. Paul turns to discuss the practical consequences of the believer’s acceptance of Christ as Lord. He uses a form of teaching probably developed as a part of baptismal instruction. In the gospel, Jesus tells the parable of the rich fool. The parable of the rich fool has many. The rich man is “a fool,” that is, one who in practice acts as if God does not exist.
1. What was the process of renewal Paul taught to the baptized Christians?

2. In the gospel parable, how did the rich man lack what was really important?

TOOK

In this short parable, Jesus addressed the nature of true wealth. In the world's eyes, wealth is acquired through greed. In God's eyes, wealth is acquired through faith. Both are based upon habits. Some habits are vices. Others are virtues. When people sin over and over (like the blind pursuit of wealth), they develop habits ("vices") that lead to evil. These vices are: pride, greed, envy, anger, lust, gluttony, and laziness.  However, when people turn to God over and over, they develop moral ("cardinal") virtues. These four virtues are: a) Prudence: the ability to choose the "good" and the means to achieve it.  b) Justice: the will to give to God and others what is theirs. c) Fortitude: the firm will to do good through all difficulties. d) Temperance: the wisdom to say "no" to excess; temperance gives balance to life. When we compare these vices and virtues, we can easily see why the virtues would seem like riches in the eyes of God.

Who do you know that possesses the cardinal virtues? How have they influenced your life?
