LOOK
With the advent of the fall elections, reporters and political operatives will leave no stone unturned for scandalous "dirt." Gossip, innuendo, hints of duplicity. Any hot tip or shadowy suggestions that cause the righteousness in all of us to stand up, boldly shake its finger, and declare, "I'm better than that!" There is, of course, a different kind of scandal, the type that places itself in the noon day sun for all to see. Some call it the scandal of straight talk. Others call it, "the scandal of truth." The weight of the scandal does not rely on strident speech or passionate response. The subject of the scandal itself can whisper volumes. For it snaps an issue into clear focus and delineates clear lines for opposing camps.

1.  Can you share a scandal that touched you or a member of your family?
2.  How can a scandal be explained so that it is not seen as a scandal?
BOOK
Ephesians 5:15-20





John 6:51-58
Today's readings continue the theme of God's sustenance with the emphasis on the eternal consequences. Paul encourages Christians to be filled with God's Spirit. Jesus promises that all who eat his flesh will live forever. This final part of the discourse on the bread of life centers on the meaning and the effect of eating Jesus' flesh and drinking his blood. "Flesh and blood" is a Semitic idiom for "the whole human person" (Matthew 16:17), thus the phrase may be taken to refer to the reception of the whole living Christ. 
1. How should are response be to God’s will?

2.  What is the meaning and effect of eating Jesus’ flesh and drinking his blood?
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Eucharist is the means Christ chose to reveal and realize his self-giving on the cross. Hence, Eucharist does not create the passion of Christ anew. It "remembers" that seminal event in such a way that risen Christ (wounds and all) can make himself truly present and truly unite himself to his followers. In the species of bread and wine at the Eucharist, the risen Lord makes himself present. While the priest invokes the words of institution (thus acting as the instrument of Christ or "in persona Christi"), the conversion of the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ remains the initiative of God (specifically, the Holy Spirit). The offer to partake in the "living bread" is God's offer of unity with Christ and his followers (his "body," the Church). Thus, it is a means to eternal life.

1. Have you experienced Christ in the Eucharist?

2. How has Eucharist changed your perspective of the Church and its members?

