LOOK
If we reflect on the image of gates, we may remember those that clank shut with finality. It may be the ornate wrought iron of the country club. Or perhaps the utilitarian wire of the border zone.. Too often the message of the gate is “Keep Out.” Instead, imagine the weathered wooden gate opening easily to the broad meadow. It sways gracefully in the breeze, inviting entrance to a land of tall grasses and fragrant clover.
1. Can you share a memory of an image of a gate that gave you the message, keep out?

2. Do you have memories of a gate that was inviting?

BOOK

Acts 2: 42-47
1 Peter 2:19-25

John 10: 1-10
Today’s readings exalt Jesus as our shepherd-leader. In Acts 2, Peter’s testimony moves the people to repent and be baptized, acknowledging Jesus as Lord and Messiah. 1 Peter points us to Christ as suffering servant, a leader who is both redeemer and example. John’s identification of Jesus as shepherd and gate is similar to the synoptic gospels’ portrayal of Jesus’ ministry in terms of shepherding. Jesus compares his relationship with God’s people to a shepherd’s care for the sheep.
1. How does Jesus call us by name, offer green pasture for our deepest needs and personal guarantees for our safe passage?
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We are the flock of the Lord. But, like sheep, we can wander off in our own direction and be at the mercy of thieves and false Messiahs. Jesus brings us back, like a good shepherd. And he gives us a true way to the Father. His very self! The next time you see a sheep or a flock, think of Jesus, the way he treats you, and what he offers you. Who knows? You might be tempted to see pet ownership as a reflection of Christ's care for you. And you might resolve to become a better pet master.

1. How do you remain in the Lord's flock? Trust in Jesus and his way. That trust has changed you and continues to change you. How can you share that change with others?

