LOOK
Experiences can overwhelm us, dazzle us. Sometimes experiences change us. But there are those rare experiences that leave us completely flustered. We cannot give the experience a context. The experience does not change what we know or feel. It does not even change the way we live. The strange nature of the experience challenges us to seek a completely new understanding, an entirely different context if you will. If you have never had such an experience, consider the conversion experiences of your family, friends, or fellow church members. Many of those people had experiences that led them on a life-long journey to faith. They had to find a context to give their experience or their inner yearnings a true home.
1. Have you ever experienced something so strange you had to re-orient your thinking to explain the experience? What happened?
2. Can you share your conversion experience or that of a friend or family member?

BOOK
Acts 3: 12-19      1 John 3:1-7



Luke 24: 36b-48
Today’s scriptures proclaim that Jesus is risen and present with us. Acts recounts the early growth of the Christian Church. One of the major features of Acts is Luke’s use of speeches by principal figures to provide reflection upon and analysis of events. Today’s reading is taken from the second of these speeches, Peter’s temple sermon. Set in the context of a healing (3:1-10), it shows that Jesus’ ministry continues in the apostles. In 1 John the reading takes up the theme of Christians and sin, in the context of their adoption as "children of God" (v. 1). This special relationship to God was formerly extended to Israel as a people and especially to the king as Israel’s representative. Christians are truly God’s children now, yet they are still in the process of growing into resemblance to God by imitating Christ in their behavior. In Luke, by showing the marks of the crucifixion, the risen Christ identifies himself as the earthly Jesus. He shows himself to be "really real," not a vision or a ghost. The account displays the Hebrew understanding of the person as particular and embodied, in contrast to the Greek sense of the person as merely the "soul."

1. How does Jesus’ ministry, continued with the Apostles, continue today with each of us?
2. What would have been your reaction to the appearance of Jesus after having witnessed his death?
TOOK

They still don’t get it, even after the stone was rolled away, the cloths folded, the corpse vanished, the angel appeared and various testimonies given. Even then they think he’s a ghost. Their reaction is panic and fright.
And Jesus reaches out to them, exactly where they are. No scolding. No abstract theology. Jesus communicates on the only plane that will work. They might be spooked if he touched them. So he invites them to touch him. Drawing them out further, he asks for something to eat. This time, they get it. In Acts, Peter speaks to the people in a tone that echoes Jesus’ voice: no condemnation, only words of peace and forgiveness. Peter and John had seen human evil in its worst form. They had witnessed the cruel betrayal and violent murder of God. Yet Peter believed that through the Messiah’s suffering, God’s promise of life would come to fulfillment. And John saw Jesus as an intercessor, an offering for our sins. When we get depressed about evil in the world, or become guilty about our own sin, they inspire us to take the next step, beyond the muck and into new life.
1. When has a meal been an important part of a relationship for me?
2. What does the meal in today’s gospel suggest about the Eucharist?

