LOOK

Many of us have left the Church, only to return and find a spiritual home. We may have felt distant from God, discouraged over an unresolved faith issue, or snubbed by someone in the Church. Then, something happened to turn us back. If we look closer, we will find it was not a personal crisis or children or maturity that made us return. It was God.

1. Did you ever leave the Church? Or, did you know someone who left and returned? Why did you or this other person return?
BOOK

Acts 2:14a, 36-47

1 Peter 1: 17-23
  Luke 24:13-35

Today’s readings invite us into fellowship with the resurrected Christ and with each other. The reading from Acts tells how faith in the resurrected Jesus empowers the fledgling community of believers. 1 Peter further explores the redemptive work of Jesus, who ransoms us from emptiness and exile. Finally, the risen Jesus teaches two disciples from the scriptures and shares a meal with them. Although Jesus’ physical presence is withdrawn, his self-revelation in scripture and his manifestation in the Eucharist remain. The pattern of word and sacrament in the story becomes that of the Christian liturgy and life.
1. In 1 Peter what is the appropriate response to God’s greatness and goodness?

2. Where on my journey have I met the risen Christ?
TOOK
The Christian road we travel is paved with challenges to faith. But the greater the challenge, the closer he walks with us. Like the two companions walking to Emmaus, the Lord joins us to open our minds and hearts to his presence. He invites us back to share our lives with others in fellowship. As he has done for us, the Lord asks us to do for those who have fallen away. Be present and listen to them. Make Scripture come alive and personal through examples of love. And break bread with them. In that way, they will return with their stories of God's goodness to strengthen us.

1. Who do you know has walked away from Christ and his Church? How can you listen to them, make faith come alive for them, and break bread with them?
