LOOK
We who live in Western democracies take political freedom for granted. We have these God-given rights to enjoy. Ensuring these rights, not enslaving the populace, defines the purpose of government. Yet, we are creatures of enslavement. Are we really masters of our time, our livelihoods, or our relationships? Or, do they rule our lives? Sometimes it is hard to tell. The most intimate way we know we are controlled is through our moral decisions. How many times have we regretted past decisions? How many times have our choices come back to haunt us? Even if we might not feel enslaved, we only need to look to others who are slaves to their "sin" and realize how close we were to making those choices. Take the results of immoral choices to their logical conclusion, and they lead to death: death of spirit; death of relationships; death of life itself.

1. When was the last time you truly felt free? What did you do to deserve this feeling?
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Isaiah 50: 4-9a 
Philippians 2:5-11

Mark 14:1- 15:47
With today’s readings, we enter into the passion of Jesus. The prophet Isaiah introduces us to God’s servant, who does not shrink from torture but places his confidence in God. The author faced shame and ridicule for sharing the good news of immanent release from captivity. Christians apply this verses to Jesus in his suffering and death.In his letter to the Philippians, Paul tells us that Jesus lets go of everything but his desire to obey God, an obedience that leads to death. In the gospel, Jesus, abandoned to cruelty and hatred, loses his life on the cross. The Passion according to Mark is one of liberation, hope, and love. Through pain and death, he gave his life for us, to us.
1. To what extent have I become numb to the passion narrative? To what extent am I still sensitive?
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We are no strangers to the sadness that colors today’s readings. What is worse, we have caused other crucifixions. We have betrayed friends with the hypocrisy of Judas’s embrace. We have pleaded fatigue when people in anguish needed us most. We have relished power, set the trap, watched in horrified paralysis as tragic scenarios unfolded. The sneers and insults come naturally. We do not need the script to jeer. For Christians, all that changed on the cross. As Christ passed from life to death, we passed from death to life. To realize the importance and the freedom of the cross, let us walk that journey with Jesus, one more time.
	1. How does faith change us from status of Barabbas to the status of God's Child?

	


