LOOK

Words have power. In spite of the volume of verbiage our society indulges in, one wrong word can turn a person against another. Friends become enemies. Family members become estranged. Loving couples divorce in acrimony. Words bring incrimination and persecution. Why do simple words turn people against us? Why do some turn people toward us? Forgive the pun, but the answer lies in two words: expectations and commitments.
1. What dangers do we face in modern life? Which dangers are immanent? Why?

BOOK

Isaiah 50:4-9 

James 3:1-12

Mark 8:27-38
Today’s scriptures ask us to demonstrate our Christian beliefs through appropriate actions. In Isaiah, God’s servant remains obedient in the face of suffering and remains confident of God’s guidance and support. James asserts the importance of right action as evidence of true faith and because of the destructive power of even a few evil words. Today’s gospel contains three significant elements: first, the confession of Peter; second, the first prediction of Jesus’ approaching suffering and death; and third, Jesus’ sayings on discipleship. After allowing himself to be identified as the Messiah, Jesus points out that sharing in his mission means embracing a life of sacrifice.

1. How do you share in Jesus’ messiahship, journeying with him the road to Calvary...and beyond?

TOOK

Discipleship had real dangers. To become a follower, one must fulfill two conditions: give up all claims and be ready to die. Jesus meant releasing claims on conflicting personal relationships and be ready to undergo persecution. In other words, to become a Christian meant leaving one's non-believing clan for the Christian community. Giving up family brought group ostracization and backlash, both on the family level and the neighborhood level. Depending upon the poor and lowly Christian community alone had its own dangers. (Consider Acts 8:1-3, for example.)

1. Cultural Christianity has its comforts. But, living the Christian life has its challenges. Have people criticized you for your virtue, prayer life, or faith practices? How?

