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These days, families come in different sizes and shapes. There are traditional families; single-parent families; blended families; and multi-generational parenting. Adoption and artificial means of conception have opened the doors to parenting for classes of people who could not (or would not) create a family in previous generations. Unlike the size, shape, and nature of a modern family, two traditional factors always have and always will affect the family: the stable lifestyle of the parents and the good of the children.

1. How has the family suffered in society? What challenges do modern families face these days?
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Genesis 2:18-24,
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:1-18

Mark 10:2-9
Today’s readings explore the richness of interdependence. The reading from Genesis describes the complementary nature of man and woman as God originally intended it at creation. The author of Hebrews explains the relationship of Jesus to God, to God’s creation and to humanity. In today’s gospel, Mark presented two situations that challenged Jesus: the question of divorce and social attitudes toward children. He approached both subjects with the same view: what was best for the people involved. Jesus answers a question regarding marriage and divorce by pointing out the importance of caring for those most likely to be abandoned.

1. Why did Jesus oppose divorce? Why did Jesus consider remarriage as “adultery”?
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Marriage is the gift of self to another. Out of the self-giving comes life, the life of a child and the life of a family. Anything that disrupts that life and its human source challenges everyone involved. In many societies divorce is a common occurrence. While divorce may not have the social stigma attached to it as in former generations, the legal dissolution of a marriage still carries serious consequences. Instead of a libeling union symbolizing God's love for people, marriage is now seen merely in terms of human companionship; as friendships come and go, so do marriages. Yet, the dissolution of marriage has a direct effect on the couple involved, their children, and the family and friends that surround them. Divorce can and does have a lasting negative effect on everyone involved. Divorce can cause real and permanent suffering. Remarriage only compounds the situation. Because of the social and personal ramifications of divorce, the subject carries serious moral weight. Divorce may be an option that delivers a spouse from a personally and morally untenable situation, but it should only be seen as a last resort.

1. What experience do you have of divorce? How has divorce affected the people involved? Has it given you an opportunity to help others grow closer to God? How?

