LOOK

Scandals, like gossip, create news, headlines, and the patter of talk shows. Politicians and entertainers cause the public concern with their dress, their lifestyle, or their secrets. Indeed, scandal not only drives public opinion. It can increase profits for media and visibility for publicity-hungry. When it comes to the Church, scandal multiplies problems. Not only does the community lose faith, the community loses face with potential converts. Church scandal also gives those who oppose the faith reason for persecution. But, what happens when the scandal within the Church is caused by the good of non-Christians?

1. What scandals have you heard about in the past two months? How did they affect you?

BOOK

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
James 4:7-5:6

Mark 9:38-50
Today’s readings illustrate how God can choose unexpected people to do God’s work. In Numbers, for example, Eldad and Medad, though not participating in Moses’ official commissioning, receive the same Spirit of prophecy as the 70 elders. James suggests practical guidelines for those who wish to do God’s work. The gospel reading relates how Jesus, like Moses, endorses the work of those who, though not part of his “in-group,” still bring healing in God’s name.

1. The disciples objected to the good being done by outsiders. What good were the disciples inside the movement doing?

TOOK

"Scandal is an attitude or behavior which leads another to do evil.” The sin of scandal depends upon the reasons of those who cause the scandal or the weakness of the scandalized. Those who have power to influence others (people in media, teachers, law makers, etc.) have a particular responsibility to avoid causing scandal. The content of scandal can be institutional (i.e., a law or exercise of power). It can also be a matter of fad or opinion. What is worse, to cause scandal or to be scandalized? Neither advance faith, only egos. Both can destroy faith and community participation. Both can lead to spiritual death. Jesus gave us guidelines to address scandal. Encourage the faith of those outside the community. Know yourself and your weaknesses that can cause scandal. And, do not aspire to offices where you can cause scandal. Jesus wanted an increase in faith, not scandal. We should, too.

1. How has your practice of the faith challenged others? Did it invite others to join? Or, did it cause others to step away? What happened?

