LOOK
Disputes are probably the most uncomfortable of social situations. Whether private or public, disputes can define a person's style: confrontation or avoidance, blunt honesty or face-saving lies, "fight for the right" or "peace at all cost." Grace under this kind of fire can be impossible at times. For many of us, we find that disputes can bring out the very worse in us. Many times we find that disputes become very emotional and can even consume us. It can be very difficult to learn to work towards a resolution, when we find that we have so much at stake.

1. How do we address disputes in a way that encourages both mutual respect and justice?
2. When others hurt you, do you confront them, reconcile with them, or just ignore them? Which way is the most effective? Which way is the most moral?
BOOK

Exodus 12: 1-14

Romans 13: 8-14

Matthew 18: 15-20
Today’s readings examine God’s call to community. In Exodus, God commands Moses and Aaron to institute the first Passover, as a community day of remembrance. In his letter to the Romans, Paul describes the characteristics and behaviors of believers in community. For Paul, love of neighbor is the direct overflow of our experience of God's love poured into our hearts. This gift is now to be poured into the lives of those around us. In the gospel, Jesus tells his disciples to persist in their pursuit of reconciliation. Today's reading speaks of discipline within the community of disciples, who are the Church. The responsibility of seeking out the erring member, based on Old Testament precedent, was an early part of the Christian community's behavior.
1. What did it mean to sin against another person?
2. How should a Christian act when the network of relationships hits a snag?

TOOK

What happens when a Christian hurts another? In order to protect one's honor (i.e., "save face") and preserve local church unity, Jesus described a three step process: private consultation, a quiet community proceeding, and, finally, public disassociation. Each step grew in weight and import. Private consultation meant to protect the reputation of the sinner. The hurt party would approach the sinner with the accusation and try to work out a solution. If the person hurt the other by accident, he could apologize. If sinner hurt the victim intentionally, the sinner could repair the damage. In either case, the sinner and victim could grow closer together as "brethren".
1. Think of a hurt in the past. How did you try to remedy the hurt? Did you do it in a way that respected you and the one who hurt you? Could you resolve present hurts in this way?

