LOOK

The political season is upon us. Politicians from every side promise us policies and programs to satisfy every need. Have a problem? Look around. You'll soon find a candidate that will "empower" you with a solution. Of course, the cynic in all of us knows better. But, that skeptical piece of knowledge does not stop our inner craving for answers to our problems. Sometimes we seek the public means, sometimes private. No matter how hard we try, no matter how much money or influence we have, it does not seem to be enough. We still seek that which will make us happy, that which leave us satisfied. A man knelt before Jesus to find an answer to his search. What Jesus said to the man challenged the fundamental direction of his life.

1. What is the greatest need in our society? To what lengths will people seek answers to that need?

BOOK

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15
Hebrews 4:12-16

Mark 10:17-31
Today’s readings encourage us to work for justice, to release our attachment to things and to trust Jesus to form us into a people of compassion. Amos decries Israel’s unjust treatment of the poor and oppressed. The author of Hebrews points out that only through Jesus will any of this be fully accomplished—as our apostle and high priest, he builds us into “God’s house.” In today’s gospel, Jesus advises a wealthy man who seeks God to obey God’s commandments and to detach from his possessions and focus fully on God. With God all things are possible!

1. Why couldn’t the rich man join Jesus? How do we face the same challenge in our life to give everything to follow Jesus?
TOOK

In Mark's gospel, the rich man craved more than what he had. But, he did not seek to satisfy that craving with the accumulation of more wealth and power. Indeed, he tried to live a moral life. So, he sought the wisdom of Jesus to answer that craving. Each human being has that same craving. Within each of us lies a desire for that which transcends time and space, that which will satisfy for a lifetime and beyond. God created us with that craving so we would seek him out. For only in him will we find true happiness. Throughout life's challenges and struggles, a yearning still drives us on. The yearning finds its first refreshment in a faith relationship with God. But that yearning drives us to a closer relationship with our maker. It makes moral and religious demands on us. Despite the daily distractions of life, temptations to look for answers elsewhere, and our own moral weaknesses, let us remember the words of Jesus: "For God, nothing is impossible.”
1. How have your inner yearnings brought you to God? How has he satisfied those yearnings?

