LOOK

In spite of all our efforts, we cannot escape death. The loss of a loved one can bring despair in the loss, or it can bring hope found in the resurrection. Our hope depends upon our faith in Christ. How we face death can help determine our quality of life. Does the end of life give us despair or hope? In the story of Lazarus, John challenges us to see hope in death through the eyes of faith.
1 What was the last funeral you attended? Was the deceased close to you? Did you need time to grieve?

BOOK

Isaiah 25:6-9,

Revelation 21:1-6a

John 10:32-44
Today’s readings acknowledge the life and witness of the saints of God, including you and your group members. Isaiah imagines the final, celebratory feast that will be the reward of the faithful. The author of Revelation depicts the jubilant end of suffering and oppression, replaced with victory and feasting. John describes the raising of Lazarus to point forward to the final resurrection of all God’s people. This narrative stood out as the premier miracle before the Passion. John crafted the story to remove any doubt in the power of Jesus. And to present the reader with a real challenge of faith in God's Son.

1. How can faith strengthen you in your loss? Do you know of anyone who has lost a loved one and who has become stronger because of faith?

TOOK

When he created humanity, God sowed the seeds of salvation, specifically, the resurrection. Over the time, we have come to realize God wants more for us, his creatures, than a transient nature. He wants us to live with him as he created us, body and soul. As Christ rose from the dead, he became a sign of our destiny and a pledge of God's will for us. More important, when we join ourselves to Christ, we share in the power of his resurrection. Like the "here but not yet" nature of God's Kingdom, we experience rising from spiritual death every time we reconcile with Christ and join intimately with him in the Eucharist. Yet, our physical resurrection is to come.

1. Does the idea of death inspire faith or doubt?
