LOOK
Today as tenants of the earth, we waste its precious resources. We foul its air and pollute its waters. We deify a profit and blithely disregard the ways we ruin the planet as a home for future generations. Violence is used as a means by many groups to reach their goals. Often, this violence affects many innocent people. Terrorism has become one of the gravest concerns we currently face. Its impact on the innocent can be felt in many corners of the world. Our tenancy of the earth has often become filled with exploitation of the weak to enrich the strong.

1.When is violence justified?  How has our government justified the use of violence?
BOOK

Exodus 20: 1-4, 7-9, 12-20

Philippians 3: 4b-14

Matthew 21: 33-46

In today’s readings, fruitfulness is examined as the result of our relationship to God through Christ. In Exodus God outlines the fruit of faith, the Ten Commandments. In his letter to the Philippians, Paul speaks of turning from his past and pushing on toward the prize of God. In today’s gospel, Jesus issues a call to repentance through the parable of the wicked tenants. Matthew strengthens the allegorical references in the parable. The slaves clearly stand for the prophets, for the landowner sends two groups of slaves, reproducing the Jewish distinction between the former and latter prophets.


1. How does the treatment of the slaves in the Gospel parable compare to the treatment of the prophets of Israel?

TOOK
In the parable of the vine dressers, Jesus proposed the violent will meet with a violent end. Yet, without the anger of populace over injustice and the hatred of foreigners, such violence could not take root. Jesus turned the anger and prejudice of his audience on its head to craft a memorable parable. The Kingdom of God, however, is one of peace. For Christ himself bore the violence of mankind on the cross in order to unite enemies. In Christ, God and humanity are one. People of all nations are now brothers and sisters. This is a peace not of mutually assured destruction or of a balance of power. This peace concerns respect for others and their goods, free communication between peoples, and the practice of charity. Such peace comes from God, for only in God's grace can we see others as ourselves and act accordingly. "There can be no peace without justice."
1. The root of violence is anger (the desire for revenge) and hatred. How have you fought these vices in your life? How have you pursued peace with others? Peace in society?

