LOOK

Sometimes we need to look at the world through different eyes. The poor give us this chance. Instead of looking at the rich and famous, we look at those less fortunate.

But the poor give us another chance to look at the world in a new way. Instead of looking down in pity, they give us to chance to look at a world where material goods are not as important, where sharing one's daily bread is a norm, not an exception. The story of the poor widow's offering gives us this opportunity. And it provides the challenge to shake off any pretense money and comfort may bring.

1 What gifts or challenges do the poor, the homeless, or the suffering, bring us?
BOOK

1 Kings 17:8-16,

Hebrews 9:24-28

Mark 12:38-44
Today’s readings challenge us to offer everything to God and to celebrate the fact that God similarly offers everything to us. In the story of Elijah and the widow, from 1 Kings, God honors the sacrifice and faith of the woman with abundant oil and flour. The author of Hebrews assures us that Christ not only came to remove sin, but now, in God’s presence, intercedes on our behalf. In today’s gospel, Jesus praises the generous devotion of a homeless, penniless woman. Mark's gospel compared the actions of the rich with the giving of a simple widow. Many rich would take their time to give many coins, one at a time. Then a widow entered who have the little she had. On the surface, Jesus seemed to praise the sacrifice of the widow, who offered all she had that day to God.

1. Why did Jesus attack the Scribes for their love of the limelight?
2. What did the leaders love more, popularity or service?
TOOK

A wise person once said, "We should thank the poor for the opportunity to serve." Many well-meaning people expect thanks from the less fortunate. But, we who are well off who should lower ourselves to serve the poor, so they can maintain their dignity. We should be the ones who say, "Thank you" and expect nothing in return. The poor widow gave all she had as a gift. She also gives us a gift: the opportunity to sacrifice our convenience, our self-centeredness, and our petty concerns to share what we have with others. To her and all like her, let us express our gratitude.

1. Have you recently been involved in an activity or ministry that served the poor? Are you involved in a "corporal work of mercy?" Explain.
2. How can you serve the poor and the less fortunate in gratitude this week?

