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Distress over the future again weaves itself through popular culture. The predictions of a doomsday ending have been heard from one generation to the next. These predictions are a part of every culture. Uncertainty engulfs those on the fringe with paranoia and colors the majority with cynicism. So, what's new? For the past two millennia, Christians have looked to the future and asked, "When, Lord, when?" To this question, Jesus had an answer.

1 What anxieties do people have about the so-called "end times?"
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Daniel 12:1-13,

Hebrews 10:11-25

Mark 13:1-8, 14-23
Today’s readings encourage us to hold fast to our faith, even in troubled times and persecution. Daniel speaks of a time of great trouble, through which the righteous will “shine like the stars.” As the Day of the lord approaches, the author of Hebrews tells us that our hard struggle with suffering will be rewarded. In today’s gospel, Mark assures us that—even in chaos—God remains in control. Viewing the end of time, Jesus saw the event as the visit of the divine King. God would prepare the visit with cosmic signs and events as a means of announcement. The King would arrive in a way that reflected his power and reputation (on the clouds); his messengers-criers ("angels") would go throughout the known world to gather all the faithful 
1. How did the disciples know that Jesus spoke the truth? How is our faith a requirement to understand this teaching of Jesus?
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When are you coming, Lord? When!? While we might not be consumed with the question of the end time, personal anxiety in life will cause us to ask the question. Jesus' answer to us is the same one he gave his followers two thousand years ago. Look for signs of his coming in the chaos of life. And trust in his time of your deliverance. Rest assured, he will come at the right time!

1. What themes in popular culture remind you of the Second Coming? What is your response to them as a Christian?

2. What makes you anxious about the future? How can God help you with your anxieties this week?

