LOOK
Team player or loner; inevitably in life, we will play both roles. We will work with others in family, on the job, and in the community. We will put our self-interest aside, so we can work for the common good. There are those rare times we make decisions that place us at odds with others: family, co-workers, and the community. We make those choices and we bear the consequences alone. Sometimes those decisions are selfish. Sometimes they are made based upon conscience. As Christians we might walk the road of conscience disdained by the secular world, but that does not mean we are disconnected. Our connection to life is not the world, but someone far greater.

1. Do you consider yourself a team player or a loner? What are the advantages and disadvantages of each type of person?
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Acts 8: 26-40

1 John 4: 7-21


John 15: 1-8

Today’s readings reveal what it means to live in and through Jesus. In Acts 8, Philip explains to the Ethiopian eunuch the good news of Jesus. The author of 1 John reveals that true faith becomes visible through the obedience of active love. In today’s gospel, Jesus explains that, like branches connected to a vine, we abide with him and experience great fruitfulness. Jesus presented the themes of testing and judgment, intimacy, and assurance of God's benevolent providence. Jesus seemed to say, "No matter what happens, stay close to me, produce the fruit of a good Christian life, and my Father will take care of you." The theme of mutual fidelity threaded its way throughout this passage.

1. How were the followers of Jesus tested by his message? What happened to those that turned away from Jesus’ teachings?
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Staying connected to Christ has a high price. Sometimes it costs us the respect of the world. Sometimes it costs us relationships with others. Sometimes it costs us a sense comfort and community. But the price of life without Christ is much higher. Imagine what life would be like without faith, without good Christian spouses and friends, without a prayer life and worship to sustain us, without the goodness and Christian charity of others to help along the way. Imagine a life without Christ! Even if we have to walk by ourselves, even if we have to be loners in the name of Jesus, we will never be truly alone. 

1. How has trust in Christ made a difference in your life or in the lives of those around you?

