LOOK

When we are introduced to a new idea; often we find ourselves trying to integrate it into our daily lives. We may have found the best diet ever; or perhaps a perfect way to stay lean and trim. It is not uncommon to have our friends attempt to introduce their new found ideas to us; with a desire that we too can find all the new benefits our friends have discovered. However, most of us will need to learn to follow those ideas which will allow us to integrate them into our lives as a permanent measure and not just the current fad. The truly wise person has the ability to properly judge the fads from those new ideas which can really become life long changes.

1. Whom do you consider wise in your life? What makes that person wise?

BOOK
Genesis 6:9-22; 7:24; 8:14-19 Romans 1:16-17; 3:22b-28 (29-31)
Matthew 7:21-29
Today’s readings remind us that following Christ requires a daily decision on our part. In Genesis, God saves Noah and his family from the flood to offer them a new covenant). Paul reminds his Roman community that God brings both Jew and Gentile into one community. In the Gospel, Jesus challenges us not only to hear his word but act on it. 

1. What makes a follower of Jesus wise? 
TOOK

Living a God-centered life is a continual challenge that often makes us feel like the legendary Sisyphus, who was condemned to push a rock eternally up a steep incline by day only to have it roll back to the bottom every night. 
Living in relationship to God and others is always a challenge. The decision to live more responsibly in the light of our commitment to this relationship means that we will be changed because of the obligations of the relationship. This is the risk we all face when we say “yes” to God. We must accept this risk of living fully in relation to God and with others. God is satisfied with nothing less than the sacrifice–in its root sense of this word as “making holy”–of our whole self. We must be both holy and whole.

1. How have I tried to hear the word of God and put it into action? 

2. How will hearing that word change my approach to situations and people this week? 
